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Select THREE annotation tasks per chapter
	Annotation Tasks
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 1, “Mockingbird Prayers,” 19-34.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory for each chapter
	1. insisted – strongly stated something is true 
2. evidence – proof used to support a claim 
3. linking – connecting one thing to another 
4. gathering – a meeting or event with people 
5. compelled – forced or strongly convinced to act 


	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	Stevenson recognizes that Walter McMillian has likely been wrongfully accused and begins to understand how deeply flawed the justice system is.


	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question: Why did the local authorities focus on Walter so quickly without evidence? 
Question: What political or social pressures might have influenced the case? 
Reaction: It’s shocking that someone could be placed on death row with so little investigation. 
Inference: The justice system may treat people differently depending on race, power, and wealth. 
Prediction: Stevenson will uncover more problems in Walter’s case and challenge the conviction.


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: I can imagine how frightening it would be to be accused of something without being able to prove your innocence.
Text-to-Text: This relates to examples from The Innocence Project, where a lack of evidence still led to convictions.
Text-to-World: Many real wrongful conviction cases involve “rush to judgment,” especially in communities with racial tension.

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	Bryan Stevenson recounts his first visit to Walter McMillian on death row. He describes how Walter calmly insisted on his innocence and explained that he had been at a family gathering at the time of the crime. Stevenson realizes quickly that the charges against Walter do not make sense, especially because there seems to be little evidence linking him to the murder. Stevenson leaves the prison shaken, recognizing the unfairness in the justice system and feeling compelled to investigate further.





	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 2, “Stand,” 45-46.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  


	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 3, “Trials and Tribulation,” 47-66.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 4, “The Old Ragged Cross,” 67-91.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  


	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 5, “Of the Coming of John,” 92-114.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  

 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	
























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 6, “Surely Doomed,” 115-126.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	 

















	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 7, “Justice Denied,” 127-146.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	






















	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 8, “All God’s Children,” 147-162.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 9, “I’m Here,” 163-185.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 10, “Mitigation,” 186-202.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 11, “I’ll Fly Away,” 203-226.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 12, “Mother, Mother,” 227-241.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 13, “Recovery,” 242-251.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 14, “Cruel and Unusual,” 256-274.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	

























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 15, “Broken,” 275-294.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	
























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Stevenson, Bryan. Just Mercy, Ch. 16, “The Stonecatchers’ Song of Sorrow,” 295-310.

	Key Words: 
Identify and define a minimum of five unfamiliar words. 
Mandatory
	1. 
2. 
3.  
4.  
5.  
 

	Main idea: 
Clearly identify the main idea of the chapter and support it with evidence 
	

	Questions & Thinking: 
Asks thoughtful questions; strong predictions/inferences; meaningful reactions. 
 
	Question:  
Question:  
Reaction:  
Inference: 
Prediction:


	Connections: 
Make meaningful connections that deepen understanding. 
Select ONE connection. 
 
	Text-to-Self: 
Text-to-Text: 
Text-to-World: 

	Summary: 
Write three clear sentences per chapter, capturing the main meaning, using strong verbs in the present tense. 
	










