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Student’s Name: 
Course Name
Teacher’s Name
Date
Non-Fiction Annotation Captured Exemplar and Template—Use this template. 
	Author/Title/Chapter
	Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Ch. 1, “A Bridge to the 18th Century,” 7-20.

	Key Concepts and Definitions:
	Identify and define a minimum of ten unfamiliar words or phrases.


	1. Enlightenment – An 18th‑century intellectual movement that emphasized reason, scientific inquiry, and human progress as guides for politics, morality, and social life.
2. Humanism – A philosophy that centers on human dignity, rationality, and moral responsibility, often stressing education and critical thinking as ways to improve society.
3. Teleology – The idea that processes or histories move toward a purpose or end goal, often used to describe narratives of inevitable progress. 
4.  Progressivism – Belief that society can and should improve over time through reform, technology, and rational planning.
5.  Skepticism – A habit of questioning claims and authorities, demanding evidence and coherent reasoning before accepting an idea as true.
6.  Technophilia – An uncritical enthusiasm for technology and innovation, often if new tools automatically make life better.
7.  Narrative (cultural/political) – A shared story that explains where a people came from, what they value, and where they are going, providing a sense of identity and purpose.
8.  Epistemology – The branch of philosophy that studies knowledge: what counts as evidence, how we know things, and what it means to “understand” something.
9.  Postmodernism – A late‑20th‑century intellectual trend that often doubts grand narratives, stable truths, or universal values, and highlights relativity and fragmentation.
10. Romanticism – An 18th–19th century movement that reacted against pure rationalism by emphasizing emotion, imagination, individuality, and the value of nature and tradition.


	Main idea:
	Clearly identify the main idea of each section and support it with evidence. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	Postman argues that contemporary culture races toward the future with a shallow faith in technology while lacking serious ideas about what kind of future we want. Postman proposes “building a bridge” to the 18th century as an ongoing critical method: we test modern innovations against enduring Enlightenment questions about truth, authority, and human flourishing.


	Rhetorical Purpose
	Based on this chapter, explain what you understand the overall purpose to be. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	Postman urges readers to recover key Enlightenment principles so they can judge modern technologies and institutions more wisely.



	Rhetorical Choices:
	Record at least four notable rhetorical moves. Focus on how the choice affects the reader and strengthens, complicates, or limits Postman’s argument.

	1. Historical contrast (18th century vs. late 20th/21st century)
Effect on reader: By sharply contrasting the 18th century’s robust debates with today’s “hazy values,” he makes the reader feel that contemporary culture is intellectually thin and in need of guidance.
Impact on argument: This contrast strengthens his claim that we must look backward for ideas that can orient our future.
2. Metaphor of “building a bridge.”
Effect on reader: The metaphor frames his project as constructive and dynamic rather than nostalgic or regressive, encouraging readers to see the past as a living resource.
Impact on argument: It complicates any accusation that he simply wants to “go back” and clarifies that he wants a dialogue between eras.
3. Allusions to Enlightenment thinkers.
Effect on reader: Referencing figures such as Locke and Rousseau situates Postman within a long intellectual tradition and invites readers to respect his argument as part of a serious philosophical conversation.
Impact on argument: These allusions reinforce his ethos as a historically informed critic and provide concrete sources for his abstract claims about reason, education, and democracy.
4. Critique of “information” without “wisdom.”
Effect on reader: His criticism of information overload taps into readers’ own anxieties about media saturation, making them more receptive to his call for deeper reflection.
Impact on argument: This move strengthens his central point that knowledge must be interpreted within a moral and philosophical framework, not just accumulated as data.

	Appeals & Reasoning:
	Identify examples of rhetorical appeals and explain how they function in the argument.

	1. Logos: How does he structure reasoning about history, technology, and education?
Evidence: Evidence (paraphrased): Postman reasons that the Enlightenment was the last moment when Western culture developed a coherent, hopeful narrative about progress grounded in both reason and moral limits, and he argues that this narrative can help us evaluate present‑day technologies and schools.
Appeals/Reasoning: He traces a logical pattern: 18th‑century thinkers articulated principles of rational inquiry, democratic participation, and critical education → later centuries added uncontrolled technological expansion and cultural fragmentation → we now need the earlier principles to manage the later developments. He also poses implicit questions, such as “What problem is this solving?” to test whether a new technology serves human needs.
Explanation: This reasoning appeals to readers’ sense that it causes preceding effects and that ideas shape institutions; if the Enlightenment helped build modern society, its principles may still guide our reforms. By framing his claims as a sequence of causes and consequences, Postman invites readers to see his position as a rational, historically grounded argument rather than a mere preference.

2. Ethos: How does Postman build credibility as a cultural critic and educator?
Evidence: Reviewers note that Postman draws on his long career as a media scholar and educator, and he writes in a measured tone that distances him from sensational “doom‑and‑gloom” rhetoric while still warning about cultural dangers.
Appeals/Reasoning: He signals familiarity with education, technology, and intellectual history, positioning himself as someone who has studied these issues over many years. He acknowledges opposing views—such as uncritical enthusiasm for technology—and responds to them carefully rather than dismissively.
Explanation: This ethos encourages readers to trust that his concerns about information overload and moral drift come from careful observation, not panic. It also reassures educators and policymakers that his proposals draw on a serious, reflective tradition instead of a passing cultural fad.

3. Pathos: Where does he evoke concern about the future, or nostalgia for past ideals?
Evidence: Critics observe that Postman contrasts the 18th century’s “humane” direction with today’s fragmented, “meaningless” culture, evoking both anxiety about our current path and admiration for earlier ideals of reason and citizenship.
Appeals/Reasoning: He appeals to readers’ fear that their children will inherit a world rich in devices but poor in meaning, and to their longing for a shared narrative that gives life coherence. He also uses warm language about Enlightenment hopes for education, democracy, and human dignity to stir admiration and hope.
Explanation: These emotional appeals make the stakes of the argument vivid: the issue is not abstract theory, but the kind of culture future generations will inhabit. By blending concern and hope, Postman motivates readers to consider his “bridge” project as both urgent and possible.

	Questions, Inferences, & Reactions
	Write 2 analytical questions about the reading 
Write 1 inference or prediction about where Postman’s argument is leading.
Write 1 meaningful reaction to an idea, claim, or assumption in the chapter (What do you find convincing or unconvincing, and why? What question does this chapter raise for you?).

	Question 1: How does Postman’s reliance on Enlightenment ideals handle the historical exclusions and injustices of the 18th century, such as slavery, colonialism, and limited suffrage?

Question 2: To what extent does Postman underestimate the genuinely new ethical problems introduced by digital technologies that Enlightenment thinkers could not have anticipated?

Inference / Prediction: Given his emphasis on skepticism, narrative, and humane limits on technology in the opening chapter, later chapters will likely critique contemporary schooling and media for failing to cultivate critical, historically grounded citizens.

Reaction: I find Postman’s insistence that we ask “What problem is this solving?” before embracing new technologies persuasive, because it gives teachers and citizens a concrete question to slow down uncritical adoption, but I wonder whether his admiration for the 18th century risks idealizing a period that was itself deeply unequal and conflicted.



	Rhetorical Précis (Four Sentences):
	Write four clear sentences per chapter that capture the main meaning, using strong verbs and active voice in the present tense. Click here for the guidelines.

	In the first chapter of Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Neil Postman argues that modern culture rushes into the future with an unexamined faith in information and technology while lacking a compelling moral and intellectual narrative.

He supports this claim by contrasting the “hazy values” of postmodern society with the Enlightenment’s confident yet self‑critical ideals of reason, democracy, skepticism, and humane education.

Postman’s purpose is to propose an ongoing dialogue with 18th‑century thought—“building a bridge”—so that we can evaluate contemporary innovations and institutions, considering enduring questions about truth, authority, and human flourishing.

He writes for educated general readers, especially teachers and policymakers, adopting a reflective and historically informed tone that positions him as a cautious yet hopeful cultural critic who seeks to reclaim guidance from the past without romanticizing it.
























	Author/Title/Chapter
	Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Ch. 2, “Progress,” 21-35.

	Key Concepts and Definitions:
	Identify and define a minimum of ten unfamiliar words or phrases.


	1. 

2.
 
3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10. 


	Main idea:
	Clearly identify the main idea of each section and support it with evidence. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Purpose
	Based on this chapter, explain what you understand the overall purpose to be. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Choices:
	Record at least four notable rhetorical moves. Focus on how the choice affects the reader and strengthens, complicates, or limits Postman’s argument.

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


	Appeals & Reasoning:
	Identify examples of rhetorical appeals and explain how they function in the argument.

	1. Logos: How does he structure reasoning about history, technology, and education?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

2. Ethos: How does Postman build credibility as a cultural critic and educator?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

3. Pathos: Where does he evoke concern about the future, or nostalgia for past ideals?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 


	Questions, Inferences, & Reactions
	Write 2 analytical questions about the reading 
Write 1 inference or prediction about where Postman’s argument is leading.
Write 1 meaningful reaction to an idea, claim, or assumption in the chapter (What do you find convincing or unconvincing, and why? What question does this chapter raise for you?).

	Question 1: 

Question 2: 

Inference / Prediction: 

Reaction: 





	Rhetorical Précis:
	Write four clear sentences per chapter that capture the main meaning, using strong verbs and active voice in the present tense. Click here for the guidelines.

	











	Author/Title/Chapter
	Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Ch. 3, “Technology,” 36-57.

	Key Concepts and Definitions:
	Identify and define a minimum of ten unfamiliar words or phrases.


	1. 

2.
 
3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10. 


	Main idea:
	Clearly identify the main idea of each section and support it with evidence. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Purpose
	Based on this chapter, explain what you understand the overall purpose to be. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Choices:
	Record at least four notable rhetorical moves. Focus on how the choice affects the reader and strengthens, complicates, or limits Postman’s argument.

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


	Appeals & Reasoning:
	Identify examples of rhetorical appeals and explain how they function in the argument.

	1. Logos: How does he structure reasoning about history, technology, and education?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

2. Ethos: How does Postman build credibility as a cultural critic and educator?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

3. Pathos: Where does he evoke concern about the future, or nostalgia for past ideals?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 


	Questions, Inferences, & Reactions
	Write 2 analytical questions about the reading 
Write 1 inference or prediction about where Postman’s argument is leading.
Write 1 meaningful reaction to an idea, claim, or assumption in the chapter (What do you find convincing or unconvincing, and why? What question does this chapter raise for you?).

	Question 1: 

Question 2: 

Inference / Prediction: 

Reaction: 





	Rhetorical Précis:
	Write four clear sentences per chapter that capture the main meaning, using strong verbs and active voice in the present tense. Click here for the guidelines.

	











	Author/Title/Chapter
	Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Ch. 4, “Language,” 58-81.

	Key Concepts and Definitions:
	Identify and define a minimum of ten unfamiliar words or phrases.


	1. 

2.
 
3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10. 


	Main idea:
	Clearly identify the main idea of each section and support it with evidence. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Purpose
	Based on this chapter, explain what you understand the overall purpose to be. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Choices:
	Record at least four notable rhetorical moves. Focus on how the choice affects the reader and strengthens, complicates, or limits Postman’s argument.

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


	Appeals & Reasoning:
	Identify examples of rhetorical appeals and explain how they function in the argument.

	1. Logos: How does he structure reasoning about history, technology, and education?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

2. Ethos: How does Postman build credibility as a cultural critic and educator?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

3. Pathos: Where does he evoke concern about the future, or nostalgia for past ideals?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 


	Questions, Inferences, & Reactions
	Write 2 analytical questions about the reading 
Write 1 inference or prediction about where Postman’s argument is leading.
Write 1 meaningful reaction to an idea, claim, or assumption in the chapter (What do you find convincing or unconvincing, and why? What question does this chapter raise for you?).

	Question 1: 

Question 2: 

Inference / Prediction: 

Reaction: 





	Rhetorical Précis:
	Write four clear sentences per chapter that capture the main meaning, using strong verbs and active voice in the present tense. Click here for the guidelines.

	











	Author/Title/Chapter
	Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Ch. 5, “Information,” 82-98.

	Key Concepts and Definitions:
	Identify and define a minimum of ten unfamiliar words or phrases.


	1. 

2.
 
3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10. 


	Main idea:
	Clearly identify the main idea of each section and support it with evidence. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Purpose
	Based on this chapter, explain what you understand the overall purpose to be. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Choices:
	Record at least four notable rhetorical moves. Focus on how the choice affects the reader and strengthens, complicates, or limits Postman’s argument.

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


	Appeals & Reasoning:
	Identify examples of rhetorical appeals and explain how they function in the argument.

	1. Logos: How does he structure reasoning about history, technology, and education?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

2. Ethos: How does Postman build credibility as a cultural critic and educator?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

3. Pathos: Where does he evoke concern about the future, or nostalgia for past ideals?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 


	Questions, Inferences, & Reactions
	Write 2 analytical questions about the reading 
Write 1 inference or prediction about where Postman’s argument is leading.
Write 1 meaningful reaction to an idea, claim, or assumption in the chapter (What do you find convincing or unconvincing, and why? What question does this chapter raise for you?).

	Question 1: 

Question 2: 

Inference / Prediction: 

Reaction: 





	Rhetorical Précis:
	Write four clear sentences per chapter that capture the main meaning, using strong verbs and active voice in the present tense. Click here for the guidelines.

	











	Author/Title/Chapter
	Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Ch. 6, “Narratives,” 99-115.

	Key Concepts and Definitions:
	Identify and define a minimum of ten unfamiliar words or phrases.


	1. 

2.
 
3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10. 


	Main idea:
	Clearly identify the main idea of each section and support it with evidence. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Purpose
	Based on this chapter, explain what you understand the overall purpose to be. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Choices:
	Record at least four notable rhetorical moves. Focus on how the choice affects the reader and strengthens, complicates, or limits Postman’s argument.

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


	Appeals & Reasoning:
	Identify examples of rhetorical appeals and explain how they function in the argument.

	1. Logos: How does he structure reasoning about history, technology, and education?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

2. Ethos: How does Postman build credibility as a cultural critic and educator?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

3. Pathos: Where does he evoke concern about the future, or nostalgia for past ideals?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 


	Questions, Inferences, & Reactions
	Write 2 analytical questions about the reading 
Write 1 inference or prediction about where Postman’s argument is leading.
Write 1 meaningful reaction to an idea, claim, or assumption in the chapter (What do you find convincing or unconvincing, and why? What question does this chapter raise for you?).

	Question 1: 

Question 2: 

Inference / Prediction: 

Reaction: 





	Rhetorical Précis:
	Write four clear sentences per chapter that capture the main meaning, using strong verbs and active voice in the present tense. Click here for the guidelines.

	











	Author/Title/Chapter
	Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Ch. 7, “Children,” 116-135.

	Key Concepts and Definitions:
	Identify and define a minimum of ten unfamiliar words or phrases.


	1. 

2.
 
3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10. 


	Main idea:
	Clearly identify the main idea of each section and support it with evidence. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Purpose
	Based on this chapter, explain what you understand the overall purpose to be. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Choices:
	Record at least four notable rhetorical moves. Focus on how the choice affects the reader and strengthens, complicates, or limits Postman’s argument.

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


	Appeals & Reasoning:
	Identify examples of rhetorical appeals and explain how they function in the argument.

	1. Logos: How does he structure reasoning about history, technology, and education?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

2. Ethos: How does Postman build credibility as a cultural critic and educator?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

3. Pathos: Where does he evoke concern about the future, or nostalgia for past ideals?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 


	Questions, Inferences, & Reactions
	Write 2 analytical questions about the reading 
Write 1 inference or prediction about where Postman’s argument is leading.
Write 1 meaningful reaction to an idea, claim, or assumption in the chapter (What do you find convincing or unconvincing, and why? What question does this chapter raise for you?).

	Question 1: 

Question 2: 

Inference / Prediction: 

Reaction: 





	Rhetorical Précis:
	Write four clear sentences per chapter that capture the main meaning, using strong verbs and active voice in the present tense. Click here for the guidelines.

	











	Author/Title/Chapter
	Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Ch. 8, “Democracy,” 136-154.

	Key Concepts and Definitions:
	Identify and define a minimum of ten unfamiliar words or phrases.


	1. 

2.
 
3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10. 


	Main idea:
	Clearly identify the main idea of each section and support it with evidence. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Purpose
	Based on this chapter, explain what you understand the overall purpose to be. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Choices:
	Record at least four notable rhetorical moves. Focus on how the choice affects the reader and strengthens, complicates, or limits Postman’s argument.

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 


	Appeals & Reasoning:
	Identify examples of rhetorical appeals and explain how they function in the argument.

	1. Logos: How does he structure reasoning about history, technology, and education?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

2. Ethos: How does Postman build credibility as a cultural critic and educator?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

3. Pathos: Where does he evoke concern about the future, or nostalgia for past ideals?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 


	Questions, Inferences, & Reactions
	Write 2 analytical questions about the reading 
Write 1 inference or prediction about where Postman’s argument is leading.
Write 1 meaningful reaction to an idea, claim, or assumption in the chapter (What do you find convincing or unconvincing, and why? What question does this chapter raise for you?).

	Question 1: 

Question 2: 

Inference / Prediction: 

Reaction: 





	Rhetorical Précis:
	Write four clear sentences per chapter that capture the main meaning, using strong verbs and active voice in the present tense. Click here for the guidelines.

	












	Author/Title/Chapter
	Postman, Neil. Building a Bridge to the 18th Century, Ch. 9, “Education,” 155-174.

	Key Concepts and Definitions:
	Identify and define a minimum of ten unfamiliar words or phrases.


	1. 

2.
 
3.  

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10. 


	Main idea:
	Clearly identify the main idea of each section and support it with evidence. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	




	Rhetorical Purpose
	Based on this chapter, explain what you understand the overall purpose to be. Use a simple sentence with a strong verb, active voice, in the present tense.

	



	Rhetorical Choices:
	Record at least four notable rhetorical moves. Focus on how the choice affects the reader and strengthens, complicates, or limits Postman’s argument.

	1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

	Appeals & Reasoning:
	Identify examples of rhetorical appeals and explain how they function in the argument.

	1. Logos: How does he structure reasoning about history, technology, and education?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

2. Ethos: How does Postman build credibility as a cultural critic and educator?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 

3. Pathos: Where does he evoke concern about the future, or nostalgia for past ideals?
Evidence: 
Appeals/Reasoning: 
Explanation: 


	Questions, Inferences, & Reactions
	Write 2 analytical questions about the reading 
Write 1 inference or prediction about where Postman’s argument is leading.
Write 1 meaningful reaction to an idea, claim, or assumption in the chapter (What do you find convincing or unconvincing, and why? What question does this chapter raise for you?).

	Question 1: 

Question 2: 

Inference / Prediction: 

Reaction: 



	Rhetorical Précis:
	Write four clear sentences per chapter that capture the main meaning, using strong verbs and active voice in the present tense. Click here for the guidelines.

	












